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| Ps Lu Kxxvii. 37. 


| : Mark 55 Perfeft man,” and all 90 24 
| Upright ; far: zhe End * chat man 5 1 


is N VV 
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tokens of mourning are ſtretched around 
us; this is an houſe of mourning g, be- 


valuable Servants to himſelf, One who hath been 


long, and greatly known, (and that particularly by : 
vou of this Church of Chriſt) as a faithful Mi-. 
niſter, and an affectionate Paſtor, for your Souls. 5 
FPẽſterday his remains were committed with a 
decent ſolemnity to the Tomb; on which ſolemm 
occaſion, the Church's and the World's Loſs in 
the extinction of ſo conſiderable 4 Light, was 
briefly but eee repreſented by a Reverend 


and Worthy Brother *.: This Day we are met 
together to pay the laſt public Debt of Chriſtian 


Reſpect to his Memory and Worth; or rather to 
attempt, with the divine Bleſſing,” ſome religious 


improvement of à providence, which ſo Highly 
deſerves our moſt een, 2 affectionate Re- 
"_ EE u 

* ten EY 5 | . + 5 0 B * . * 4 | Y * * | Death, 


4 4 


* ONE need to be informed why theſs © 


| upon it: 125 hath Aden another of his del aa Is 
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Dearh, at 8 ſeaſon, nal + in 14 


lin affords" a very affecting and an inſtructive 


ſcene. A parting time between the deareſt 
friends] a diſſolution of the moſt important con- 


nexions and moſt engaging tyes ! the tyes whe- 


ther of Nature, or F riendſhip, or Grace, how af- 
fecting, how ſolemn, to every thinking mind! 


and a ſcene it is as inſtructive as it is ſolemn. 
Fhat Wiſdom which is from above will Power- 


fully engage our attention to the ſilent Language 


of the Coffin and the Tomb. In itſelf, indeed, 
the leſſon which they teach is altogether gloomy 
_ and affrighting; it draws a dreadful dark veil 


_ over human Nature and all its Glories ; puts a 


5 Anal period to all our preſent poſſeſions. ap 8 


ſuits, and pronounces in I. which cannot 


| be miſunderſtood, Fhat Man in his beſt Eſtate 
| © is akogether Vanity.” But when we turn to 
the lively Oracles of truth, to the Word of faith 


which is preached among you, what a different 


: and bliſsful proſpect opens to the Chriſtian's Eye ! 


75 another, a brighter World above, an everlaſting 


3 BE 87 0 a fulneſs of Joy, which lie beyond the 


This is the animating truth the Pſalmiſt 


5 4 e throughout this ſacred Ode. The 


Per felt the upright Man; whatever, ef clouds and 
. IT ftorms and tumults, of dangers and 


| FE: fears, now ruffle aud diſturb his Breaſt, while on 
n paſſage here below ; yet ere long be will 
1 . 5 .Artain: to the ſweet land "of Ret his. ahve: E 


b 4 more, "Mp the . l be e the 
End ＋ ae wicked * cus off, ver. 38. In 


direct 


* 15 1 ) | Ul! 

dect and beautiful contraſt with which a 10 
truth, ſtands the ſtriking and chearing paſſage, WM 
we have ſingled out, to.employ our ferious medi- 
tations, in the preſent ſervice. Mart the Perfe# | 
Man and bebold the Upright, far the End of that | 
man is Peace, Words, which affard us ſeveral | 
moſt weighty notes of Inſtruction. 'They inform 
118—— That among Adam's guilty and dege- || 
e nerate Race, there are ſome to be faund, wha 
«© by the grace of God, anſwer to the Character 
of perfect, upright perſons— That theſe, how- Þ 
< ever excellent and eminent in their Day, muſt { | 
% come to their End here, as well as others. — 
ac However, that the End of all ſuch, whenever 28 | | 
44 jt ſhall. come, will be peaceful and ha py.— . 
* And therefore it is the Duty and Intereſt of 10 1 
all, ſuitably to mark and obſerve all ſuch per- 
46 ſons, both in their Lives,-and in their End. er 

he pertinency of theſe Remarks, will, I hope A 
fully appear by a diſtinct, tho? brief Ene 1 
into the following particulars. 3 


"oh Whom are we to underſtand 5 the perf 4 
and upright Man? 1 
WM II. How, and in what reſpects, a End of "WM 
ſuch will be Peace? | 
411, In what way, and to what Ends, tis our F 

Duty and Intereſt to notice all ſuck 1 * N | 
- their Lives and Dearhs ? „„ "Wi 


«2, Le ws attend a little to ibs « 1 
| e who are here intended; whom are we to 
| — by the terms here uſed The Perfect, 
he Upright! True, it is eaſy to conceive that 
ſuch ſhall be ever bleſſed with the favqur, and 
the ſmiles of a righteous and holy God; buß 
. hn ean n ſuch a an one be found among all the 
i: 6 -B $i pn 
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| | ſons of imperfection and woe * 9— Righteouſneſs, 


1 „ E 


the rational Creatures due and becoming confor-" 
mity to the Law or Will of his Creator. Our 
text ſays, mark Perfection, behold: Uprightneſs,- 
ec. but who, where, is the man to whom per- 
fection may be aſcribed ? (ſays the Apoſtle *) 
de ſay, we have no fin e deceive ourſelves, and 
Ibe truth is not in us. There is not a-juſt ' nan 
pen earth who' doeth good, and finneth not T. 
Too obviate an objection which entirely veils 
the comfort and glory of the text, it is neceſſary 
to obſerve, there are two kinds of e of 
which the Scriptures ſpeak. . 
18, There is a legal Peiftckion. The Nair 
{ our Creation was a tranſcript of the divine Holi- 
neſs, founded on the Nature as well as on the 
Wil of God; its requirements therefore are/ex- 
act, and its ſentence uniform; it pronounceth 
none Perfe# but thoſe who yield an abſolute and 
ſinleſs obedience to its commands. The End was 
God's glory and the felicity of his Creature. Ac- 
3 5 525 man was endowed with a perfection of 
mature ſuited to his Relation and End; bis bor 38 5 
cities and powers tallied exactly wich the purity 
32 ad perfection of the Law he was under, Cod made 
* Man wpright ; he was formed after the bright and 
perfect image of his Creator, came ſpotleſs and 
pure out of his Maker's hand, and an obedience 
moſt flawleſs and entire was, in a ſtate of Inno- 
cency, both man's attainment and Delight. But 
alas how ſoon,” how ſuddenly, is the Gold become 
dim, and the Ane gold tarniſhed and changed 41 
All fleſh hath corrupted its way Moſt certain 
it is, that all have ſinned, and are come Hon of 


| 8 the Py: of God . But 


1 * . 
* 
„ a * 
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2. There | 
5 enn i. 8, 15 vil. 20, 35am. ir. 1. Ad ü. 23. 


Uprightneſs, Perfection, are terms which beſpeak/ 


— * * 


F y 

2. There is alſo ah evangehcal perfection. _ By 
the breach of the Law, or firſt Covenant, there 
is an End of all perfection, by that tenure, Law, 


* 
4 
"JP 


be it moral or ceremonial, hes nothing® per- * 


fect, relative to the ſinners confeience and ſtate. 
1 requires perfection, but it gives none; unleſs 
it be that of miſery to thoſe who die in their ſigs: 
But, bleſſed be God, the bringing in ef 4 Biker 
Hope does. The new Covenant, which is rati- 


fied and ſealed: by the blood of the Mediator, 
opens a new, and effectual door of hope to the 


Church of God; purity and perfection flow from 


a new and everlaſting ſource; a perfect righteouſ- a 
neſs for the Juſtification of a Behever's Perſon,” 
and the Spirit of Holineſs for the renovation” of 
his heart and nature, are the two grand Articles 
of new-covenant proviſion. Tho? the perfection 
of innocency is not to be found amongſt ſinful 
men, yet are thoſe to be found among them, WhO 


| according to the tenor of the Covenant of Grace, i 


are not only called to be perfect, but are declared 
to be ſo: Of holy Fob *tis ſaid, the Man was pers 


felt and upright, one that feared God and audi 2 


Evil T. Of Noob alſo *tis witneſſed, that be was 
a juſt man and perfect in his Generation Þ+: Abra- 
505 alſo chearfully received the divine injunction, 
Walk before me and be thou perfect, &c. Yet it 
is well known theſe ancient worthies were not 


without their ſinful r nag ay eee | 


many | . 
It is evidently i in this new-covenant, evangeli- 
cal ſenſe and uſage of the terms, that we are to 
underſtand the text before us. Men, who are yet 
in this imperfect world, and ſtate; men who are 
2 ſurrounded with infirmities and fi ins, to 


1 id 4 i I-47 R * their 


„Heb. vii. 15. 3 . is b> + Gen, vi. 9. Gen. 
xvii; ms | EDS WES dot, i, 
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7 iber daily 1 "Fo: "HY and grief ; yet in 
reſpect to _ ſpiritual ſtate, and their prevailing. 
diſpoſitions, actions, and purſuits thro' grace, are 
ſuch as the righteous and holy God deems, and 
-— deals with as perfect and upright in his fight, 
and declares (as in the text) concerning r 
| that their End ſhall be Peace. 

Here then the queſtion returns, 40 Who are 
i * perfect and upright perſons in a Goſpel ſenſe? 
1 "Tis anſwer*d, *© Scripture and common language 
give us both a more general and a more Limited 
* application of the terms; they are applied. 

ets to the grace wherein every Chriſtian ſtands, 

| or elſe they denote the diſtinguiſhing meaſures of 
| It, with which ſome are favoured. 

182. By the perfect upright Man, underſtand: 
every real Chriſtian as ſuch : Every Goſpel-be-, 


| Jiever, true Convert, real Saint, or whatever 


other Name thoſe may go by, whom God has 


| 1 - called by his grace unto the knowledge and fel- 


lowſhip TE his Son Chriſt Jeſus: All theſe come 
within os character and deſign of our text. In 
-. every age, the Lord hath had a /zed to ſerve bim 


ll whon Be hath accounted to himſelf for a genera- 


dar: this is the generation of them that ſeck him *. 
| — The generation of the Righteous +, whom 
Favours with his preſence the Generation 
te Upright which ſhall be bleſſed $.— They are 
taught of the Lord, and devoted to his fear; 
taught by his word and ſpirit, cordially to believe 
| What God hath revealed; thankfully to receive 
What he hath to give; dutifully to — 16 what 
be hath enjoined, and patiently to bear what b 
pPleaſeth to allot them. Such are enabled by ſpe+ 

| cial and ſovereign Grace fidutially to build on = 


5 2 09 God — laid; FAT to 1 


| — l xiv 6. 3 Plat. xiv. 5. 1 ral. cri. 2. 


C7.) 


the ſeveral graces he hath _—_ 3 conſcien- 
tiouſly to employ the talents given; de- 
voutly to obſerve the ordinances he bach appoint= 
ed, and chearfully to walk 1 in the paths which his 
wiſdom has paved. 


There are three things more eſpecially, by 
q = e of 2 9 92 


which the propriety and 

will appear. 

_ Firſt, All real Chriſtians are called perfect and 

upright, in reſpect to their ſpiritual ftate before 
God. This is a ſtate of friendſhip and favour, 

of peace and communion ; Goſpel-Believers are 


all perfectly reconciled, accepted, juſtified, and re- 


ſtored to the favour ' of an offended God; and 
this in vertue of a perfect righteouſneſs received by 


faith. In the matter of a ſinner's pardon ana 
acceptance with God, his hopes and expectations $} 
are not directed to a righteoufneſs to be wrought 2 
out by him, but to a righteouſneſs which is fi- 


niſhed for him, viz. the righteouſneſs of the 
great Mediator and Surety of the Church. This 
was the ſpecial Errand of the incarnate Saviour, 


when he viſited our World, viz. to fnif tranſ- 1 
Freſion, and make an End of Sins, and ſo bring in 


an everlaſting Righteoufneſs *. And this righteoul- 
naeſs, we are aſſured, is unto, "nd upon all them that 
believe 7. What could not be obtained by the 


works of the Law, is thus made ours by the 


bearing of Faith F. For by him all that believe 


are le from all things, from which they could © 


not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes l. The Doc- 

. trines of free Grace, and an imputed righteouſ- 
| eſs, have met with great obloquy and oppoſition 
in every age; but they ſtand among the moſt 


7 e and intereſting. truths of divine A 
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| tion, and yield, a moſt ſafe and ſolid . to the 

Chriſtian's confidence and hope both living and 
dying. How can it be otherwiſe, while it is ſo 

5 expreſsly declared, Chriſt is the End of the 175 

er righteouſneſs. to every one that believes. * 

„That ghere is now nd condemnation to them that 

| © ore in Chriſt Feſus t: And that Being juſtified 

l e y faith we have peace with God, thro! our 

Le Jeſus Chriſt t, &c.” The Believer's ſtate 

then does not alter and vary with his, frames; no, 
bleſſed be God, a ſtate of grace is fixed and a- 
biding ; the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is a ſure foun- 
dation, under all our own humbling imperfections 
and fears; here we may depend, here we may 

- Kill reſt our cauſe, and ground our. plea, for 

| here is God's own, proviſion for our , truſt and 

* triumph, too: 'In_the Lord ſhall all the Seed of 

ae be ju ſtified and ſpall glory l. In this ſenſe 

* Believers are now moſt perfect and complete in 

- Chriſt their Head, tho? they ſtill have ſo much 

amiſs within themſelves. And hence the Apoſtle _ 
challenges Men and Devils too, to alledge any 

. ching that ſhall prove a bar to the true Believer's 

* juſtification and acceptance with God. bo ſhall 

21 5 ry apy thing to the charge of God's Ele? It 16 

Sud that juſtifies. Who is he that condemns ? Ii 

1 Chrijt that died$, &c.— And all this is a Doctrine 

| : A ccording to Godlineſs. For,” * 4 55 

. Aon 0 Believers are Perfect and gariett 3 in a 

1 .Gofpel ſenſe, in reſpect. to the ruling Temper and 

nian diſpoſitions of their hearts. We read. of 

lf] an abundance of grace beſtowed with this gift of 

1 righteouſneſs. Much more they who receive abun- 

ſi Arne of grece: ond of the gift of righteouſneſs 
- "ſhall. e in fe by one df C. . 7 change 

„ £ W 
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< ange of ſtate, and a change of heart, always geo 
together; God makes thoſe righteous whom he 
reckons and pronounces to be ſo, his Judgment 


is always according to truth; Righteouſneſs im- 


puted, and Righteouſneſs imparted can never be 


ſevered: Regeneration is revealed, not merely as 


a Doctrine to be believed, but alſo as a Fact to be 
experienced: Tis well, to receive it as an article 


in our Creed, but the great concern is, to have it 


exemplified in our hearts. Hence we read of a 
new heart of God's giving, and a nem man of 
God's creating. A new heart alſo will I give. 
you *, &c. Put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs F. This 


new, this hidden man of the heart, is the work- 
manſhip of God; it is continually ſpoken of, as 

the immediate effect of power divine; for we are 
is workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 


feed, remaineth. iu them. The new birth is 
not a new name, or new ſentiments, but a new. 
nature; the Spirit of life from Chriſt Jeſus” 
diffuſes a new and ſacred bias, or tincture, 
thro' all the powers of the Soul, whereby it be- 


the heart, which were not there before; and thus 


— 


. 


works T, &c. Believers are /eminally perfect (if 


I may ſo expreſs it,) being born of an incorruptible 


ſeed, thro* the word of "the living God; and his 


comes ſpiritually alive unto God: The ſeeds of 
fincerity,.uprightneſs, and holineſs, take root in 


the Chriſtian is one that is habitually and prevail- 


ingly. diſpoſed and principled for God and good- 
neſs : Many imperfections indeed continue to at- 
tend his heart, and actions; imperfections which 
others may often diſcover, but which he himſelf 
will oftner lament and thus it muſt Be, _ tall that 
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hs Ezek. xxxvi. 26. F Eph. iv. 24. 1 Eph. i. 10% iet. 
1. 23, compared with 1 John ii. 9... 
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that: pronounced perfect and 
chat with the greateſt juſtice and beauty of ex- 
preſſion; for tho?! there is not a perfection of de- 


| | grees, there is a perfection in its Kind, to be found 
with them: As a new- born infant is a perfect per- 
bon, as truely as when he arrives! at a fulneſs oſ 
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: | : ab z is perfeci ſhall come. and then that. b is 


in part, ſball he done away. No room is there 
for aſſerting an abſolute Eule penfaction attainable 
in this life; this is to contradict the plaineſt de- 


clarations of the word, and the univerſal expe- 


rience of the Saints; and they who pretend to- 


have thus attained, muſt needs be greatly. ignorant 
of the ſpirituality and perfection of God's holy 


Law, or of the deceitfulneſs of ſin and their, own 
hearts: Let ſuch have a ſhare in our pity, and 
bur Ae while we continue to attend to the 
riery and ſpirit of the character before us:- 
rate perfons live not without fun yet are 

upright men, and 


ſtature. Aſa was not without. his failings, but 
Afa's. heart was perſed ith the Lord 100 And 


Heattiab's life was not without offence, yet Heze- 
Hab walktd woirh a porſeds heart before the Lordi. 
oh! ſirs, it is a radical mercy to have our: 
hearts perfect, or right wwith Cod, in all our dæ- 


> ohh and alf dur obedience and this is the 


great internal difference which the Grace of God 
makes, between the ſaint and the ſinner. What 
the ſinner does he does feignedly and as com- 
Pelled ocbaſionally to religious duties; but what 
the ſaint does, is heartily, ſincerely performed, and 


with æ willing mind, as in the ſighit of God ; he 


acts upon principle. and his fruit remains fl. That 


which is fundamental to a lift off ꝓrogreſfive ha- 


; 1 med 2505 of e hereaften, i iso tllat 
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Gradenly ſeed, that living ſpark of üpiritual Life 


r, Light, Which che Holy Spirit conveys into 
the Soul, when we are born again. Grace is that 
| heavenly ſpark which meets with many things to 
damp and check it, in this world of ſin and dark- 
neſs; but it is a ſpark of life and immortality, 
Which the powers of Earth and Fell combined, 
thall never ho able wholly to extinguiſn: This 
Tacred. Coal of thine, Chriſtian, they ſhall never 
quenck s tho' it be buried much in the aſhes of 
ilty⸗ and imperfection now, ere long it will 
reuive, revive and brighten into a clear, a fkining 
an unenxtinguiſhable tame of Love, Devotion, 
and-moſt extatic Joy; a Joy aaf and full 
of Glory Once more, 
. birdh, The character of Perſedt and: Upright 
belongs to every real Chriſtian alſo, in reſpect to 
the tenor of his external active life and deportment 
an the ue. This iis, indeed, that which. falls 
properly under human notice and obſervation: 
We les but miſerable work in judging of one 
another hearts 3 chat's the prerogative of God 
alone: But a mans preuailing Jpirit, temper, and 
conduct, come mare within our reach; 5 if the Tree 
be good, ſuch will che fruit be alſo. Hence the 
ſafe aud general rule of judging, He that doeth 
21 righteouſneſs is righteous, every one that doeth 
urig biloouſneſo is born of God®, , but «whoſoever aoeth 
| . ber fighteouſngfs is. not .of Gad F. Where a 
0 man's heart is right with 5 Gol the general ſtream 
of > ig: difpolitions and actions will ſufficiently 
ſhew it: Religion is not a profeſſion, but a life; 
tis not à talking of goodneſs, fincœrity, upright- 
neſs, and other virrues, but a putting them in 
Pructice, in a Goſpel: Spirit, and to as oe! 
End Neither is it the warmly abetting "this or 


0 Beben Pf. inciple, or Hh ;;hgwever goody, has 
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2 | conſcientious walking and acting i in the faith 


and fear of the Lord: A man may have great 

Light, abilities and gifts, and yet have little 
3 ; for if his opinions and knowledge do 
not ſuitably influence his temper and — the 


Whole Bible is againſt him, Such a mar's reli- 
gion and proſpecis are vain.” —The Chriſtian in- 
deed | is one, chat is taught of grace, not to live 


to himſelf, but to Chriſt Jeſus — Lord; having 
Helieved in God, he knows it is his will, he ſhould 
carefully maintain good works *. The juſt, indeed, 
ſhall live by bis faith ; but it is a faith which is 


lively and operative; a faith which worketh by 


Love, and which hath its fruit unto holineſs 44 


faith which lives upon Chriſt, and lives to him; 


faith without works is dead, and a dead faith wil! 
never be faving ; without an it is impaſſible to 


pleaſe Cod ; and without holineſs none ſhall: ſee 


Aim l. A due impreſſion of theſe ſacred truths 
on the heart and conſcience, powerfully teaches 
10 deny all uugodlineſs and worldly tuſts, and to live 


righteoufly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent world ; 


which is the genuine ee and aim of the 
Saint indeed. 
Theſe things ſeem to 7 to the „ 


f —.— and ſpirit of the text; which is deſign'd to 


hold forth to us the bleſſedneſs of all the righteous 

in their latter End, and the peaceful, beatific ſcene, 
which ſhall open to their view, when time, to 
them, ſhall be no more. But there is à farther 
Idea in the Words, ch L, am not Willing en 


I tirely.to neglect. 910 172 Welt 


2.) The Words, in a more e limited. axnbication 


ä of them, ſerve to. expreſs. the ſpecial and diſtin+ 
5 Kaen med 1 Ob: ovoid ty Hl go e 5 
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| n 1 
n ſome: ofthe Children of God are favoured. ö 
"1 he Church of God i 18 ſtiled the Body of Chrift, 
au all believers are members in particular *.. Now, - | 

as it is in the natural, ſo it is in the myſtical 
body of which we are ſpeaking ; all the members 
are not of equal ſize, or — equal office, andiuſes 
ſome are raiſed to an eminency of ſtation, or of 
office in their day, above many others: And of 
thoſe who are called to a ſameneſs of office or 
| ſtation, how greatly do they differ in their reſpec- 
tive abilities, diſpoſitions, activity, and ſuccels. 
he Trees of: righteouſneſs are all the planting of 
the Lord, and he is glorified in them ; but all-are 
not of equal fruitfulneſs or equal growth. There 
are diverſities of gifts, all from the ſame Spirit, 
'2who divideth to every man ſeverallyj as be willF. 
Thus in point of office, at the beginning of Chri- 
ſtianity we read, God ſet forth in the Church: firft 
Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers,awith 
Helps, Governments ||, &c. And ever ſince in 
more ordinary way, the Churches of Chriſt have 
been ſupplied with Officers and Inſtruments, for 
their inſtruction and good; and theſe ſupplied 
with /pzritual gifts, ſuited: to the work  allatted 
them in their generation. But while to every 
of God's faithful ſervants is grace given according 
10 the meaſure of the gift of Cbriſt ;; how gteat, 
how conſpicuous: the difference which is ſeen a- 
mong them! Some have excelled in point of ta- 
Jann and abilities; a richneſs of furniture, both 
natural and acquired. Others have been bleſſed 
with a more than ordinary ſhare of miniſterial 
gifts, which have rendered them remarkably ac- 
ceptable and uſeful in their day: Some again, 
W been ee we tHe Ds of their 
1 Ns iT Judgments, 
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and. to edify 


Jook upon, 
chem; as far as they obtained mercy to be faith- 
ful. The Parriarchs Noah, Abrabam, Job, David, 


1 the Qcadineſs' of their principles, he 
_ antegfity and uprightneſs of their conduct and 
Their aims: While others have rendered them 

ſelves dear to all around them, by the ſweetneſs - 
of their temper and diſpoſition; their candour, 
their prudence, their humility and love, connect- 
ed with a well · tempered zeal, activity, and in- 
fluence, in promoting the intereſts of real Reli- 
gion And others have ſhone” with a 
Iuſtre ſtill, in eminent Piety, exalted devotion, 
and an unaffected fervor and ſpirituality of mind, 
mix'd with the tendereſt compaſſion and concern 
for the everlaſting intereſts of immortal Souls: 

Theſe are all uſually honour'd in their day, with 
' Jome happy meaſure: of uſefulneſs: and ſucceſs.— 
But when theſe excellent qualities have in a good 


meaſure met and united in the game perſon 5 a 
mpre perfect and Aniſb'd character ſtill, hath been 


Preſented to view. duch as theſe become more 


Brig bt exemplifications of the character in the 


text, and ſerve to adorn the religion they profeſs, 

the Church of God, at a more thai 
common rate. A few ſuch pillars and eee 

enſamples to ws Flock, hath Chriſt raiſed up, in 
the ſeveral ages of the world, to be'as Lights +4 
vn an Eminence, for thoſe that follow after to 
and take aſſiſtance and direction, from 


and the reſt, were ſtiled perfect and wpright: per- 


ſoms; not merely becauſe they were Saints and 
 Yaithful in their generations, but alſo to expreſs 


the Eminency of their attainments, and the Luſttp | 

of their lives; the eminency of their Faith, their 

Patience, their Obedience and Zeal for God, 

which ſhane illuſtriouſly in the general Courſe of 

Wei Lives and W 0 nom IEC | 
5 7 


bath much 1 caſt, Ahoy uſed by che A- 
poſfle 1 Cor. ii. G. Howbert we ſpeak wiſdom amung 
them that are perſels. And let us therefore," 'as 


many as be perfet#,: be thus minded. Perſons of | 
ſuch. exalted meaſures of. Grace, Abilities; and 


Gifts, move in a larger ſphere, and are of + more 
extenſive influence and uſe; when therefore they 
are removed by Dearth, they are a public Loſs to 

the Church, and to tke World; they cannot be 
removed, without being ſenſibly miſſed; nor their 
Ioſs ſuſtained, without a general groan: All real 
Chriſtians are a common good, as they contri- 
bute in ſome degree to the benefit and advantage 

of mankind; but when ſtars. of the firſt magni- 
rude are extinguiſhed, it may el: draw: 4 tear 
from every eye.. | 


. 3 — ä 


| Stain, rheſe.Billans, - theſe Patterns and Guides to 
others, even the Excellent of the Earth, who can 
be ſo ill ſpared; are yet ſo ſoon removed? or if 
their Lives are lengthened out to a little longer 
date, fo ſoon out- live themſelves? out- live theit 


faculties and powers for farther ſervice? The An- 
ſwer is at hand; Becauſe to every one of his 


c ſervants Chriſt hath: allotted both his Wart and 


* his reward.” David, when'be bad ſerved hit 


| gentration by the will of God fell on fleep f. The 
Fathers, where are they? and the Prophets, do 
they live for ever? No! They are but earthen 
veſſels, into which God puts even the moſt of his 
heavenly. treaſure; and earthen veſſels are eaſily 
broken, and fo: unfit; for: fatther uſe. Mi- 
e niſters under the Goſpel, are no more capable 
to continue, by reaſon of Death, than Aaron 


and his-ſons were, under che EA.] 3 they muſt 
| | Gina wel ax ohen, d it is n mall mercy 
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— 1 
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When their day is "faly . — . — 


wholly done, their wiſe and gracious Lord in- 


dulges them with Leave to retire to their Reſt: 


And there is à reſt remains for 'the people of God *. 
He would take none of his people out of this 
world, had he not a better to beſtow upon them; 
but they depart, and it is for this very End, that 


they may enter upon their Reſt, and enjoy their 


Reward. The Apoſtle John was commanded to 


write it down as an aſſured truth: Blefſed are 


*©:the Dead who die in the Lord from hencefortb; 


3ea," ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from their La- 


Jon, and | their Works follow. them T. Let this 
cheer the heart of the weary Pilgrim in his way! 


"Wh it animate the ſpiritual Soldier amidſt his moſt 


trying and dangerous conflicts, ſtill to fight the 
good fight of faith, and ſtand his ground againſt 
the powers of darkneſs; for yet a little while, 
and a final period will be put to all his conflicts 
and every toib; they ſhall be happily exchanged 


for Eaſe, and Peers And everlaſting Reſt.— 


Thus we are naturally led to a few thoughts 
alſo upon the latter part of our text, The End of 
that Man is Peace. This is the bleſſed aſſertion 


in the words, by which the certain prize of our 
gb calling is ſet before us, to animate the Chri- 
tian in his courſe, and alleviate the Kaen and 
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- (03) 
The gay. and. giddy. 8 of . e are 
vainly and criminally buſying themſelves, about 
the bubbles the ſhadows of an hour, while. the 


vaſt concerns of an eternal ſcene lie quite neg». 


lected and forgot: This drew from Maſes's Lips 
that compaſſionate aſpiration, Oh that they were 
<< viſe, that they underſtood. this, that they would. 
e confider . their latter end. And to the ſame. 

holy and important End, the Pſalmiſt in this 


whole context is giving a true and an affecting 


Eſtimate of human life, and the things which 
will follow, . True wiſdom weighs not only Ac- 


tions, but Ends; not only appearances, but their 


final iſſues: From preſent appearances in this 
world of ſin and ſorrow, the ſuperficial Mind will 
be tempted to pronounce the wicked happy; and 


the moſt faithful followers of the Lamb, of all 


others, to be the moſt miſerable; and if in re- 
ſpect to :his, life only we had hope +, the Apoſtle al- 
lows, it would really be ſo: But mark the perfect 


man, and behold the upright, for the End of that 


man is peace: This is a divine aſſertion, and he 


that has made it, will make it good; for the teſti- 


mony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the Simple I. 

Now this truth may be conſider d as holding 
good in three reſpects : In reſpect to their ex- 
ternal 1 in which 1 leave the 
World. — Their inward Temper and Frame with 
which they reſign their Breath. And principally, 
with reſpect to the 7 ſtate upon which they 
. 


We may take into conſideration the external 
Pe goons Tag in which God's Saints: and. Servants 
often take their leave of the preſent world. This 
world indeed, is but an inhoſpitable clime, for 
the Heirs of Glory. The 1 Apoſtle hath 

D told 
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tec us, . AY] that will Bror godly in Chrift Feſtus, 


bf them eſcaped the hands of their fierceſt 


8 ſhall fuffer perſecution * ; and leſs or more tis 
every Chriſtian's Lot. There is, indeed; the 
greateſt ſovereignty difplay'd. in Providence as 


Vell as Grace. Some of God's Children have 


been favoured with 4 remarkably peaceful and 
eaſy paſſage thro' life, to what many others have 

found. The Rod of the wicked is not ſuffered 

always to reſt on the lot of the righteous, nor is 
every faithful ſervant called to a fiery. trial. We 


of this age and nation inherit the fruits of our 


_ fore-fathers prayers: we can never ſufficiently 
prize the mercies we enjoy: Long indeed, thro" 
an indulgent Providence and the beſt of Princes, 
our Churches hade had reſt from the Perſecutors 
ſword; oh! that it were indeed to be added, 
that walking in the fear of the Lord and in the 
.- comfort of the Holy Ghoſt they are daily multiplied +! 
However, for the moſt part, the Church of 
Chriſt has been as @ Zilly among therns ; and the 
beſt of Saints have had their bt of affiions : 
Many-a fore and bitter conflict, many a coarſe 
and cruel handling have ſome of thoſe endured 
for righteouſneſs ſake, who thto* faith and pa- 
tience now inherit the promiſes. Yet it is highly 


interpretation of the text,) that after the greateſt 
trials and conflicts, which God's faithful fervants 
have met with in the world, they have often had 
the honour of making their Exit in Circum- 
ſtances of Peace. Luther and Calvin, thoſe two 
eminent Lights and Inſtruments of Reforfnation, 
had the whole Antichriſtian World up in arms 
againſt them; yet, to the praife of a holy and 
* gracious Providence let it be remember'd, both 
fots, 
_ . © and 
Tim. fl. i} f Ads . 3 


and reſigned their ſpirits to God in beds of ſafetz T 
and af prare.”; . ED 

But farther, however it be as to theſe things, 
there is another circumſtance of peace, which at- 
tends the dying Saint; tho* bis Enemies whether 
public or private will not be at peace with him, 
he is ſure to die in peace with them; that wiſe 


dom which is from above is it pure, then 


peaceable ®, c. Reſentment, Malice and Re- 
vpyenge, are luſts of the fleſh, or rather of the mind, 


which it has been his great concern in life, by 


the help of Grace, wholly to mortify and ſub - 


due: What then are the injuries, or baſeſt inſults 
of the wicked to a dying Saint? They ſerve to 


raiſe his pity and compaſſion for them, and te 
furniſh out matter for one prayer more before he 
leaves the world: He cordially adopts the Lan : 
guage of his expiring Lord, Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do F.,—But 


2. The aſſertion before us may be. underſteod 


of the internal temper .and frame with which he 
_ reſigns his breath. Whatever be the Belieyer's out- 


ward circumſtances at Death, the material point 


is peace and ſerenity of Heart. The great en- 
quiry with many at a dying bed is, Do you 
die in peace with all men? But a much greater 


- one is this: Have you peace with God? Is jt 


peace within? Being juſtified by faith, baue you 
peace with God thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Does 
| tbe God of hope fill you with all peace and joy in 
believing, and cauſe you to ahound in hope thro 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt | ? When this is 
the caſe, dying work, however irkſome and diſ- 

treſſing to nature, becomes eaſy and pleaſant 
work to the Chriſtian: God, for ſovereign and 
. wile ends, is pleaſed * Divine of Note 
5 "3% = 


Jam. ill, 17. + Luke xxili, 34. 4 Rom. xv. 13. 
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in the laſt age expreſſes it) © to put his Children 


die truſting, and another triumphing; but ſuch 


and to perſevere fiducially in his ſervice and fear, 


the heart creates a perfect calm within; a ſweet 
ſerenity of ſoul, which is undiſturbed by even 
the agonies of nature: Then the heaven- born 


faith committed to a gracious, a faithful, a never- 
failing God. He ſmiles in the face of Death, 
and looks down into the dark cold tomb with a 
ſong of chearfulneſs, if not of triumph, on his 
tongue; Oh, Death, where is _ EI ob Grave, 
: 3 is. thy victory C Ele. 5 


85 to the bleſſed World, to which he is going.  How- 
ecver it be with a dying Saint, either as to circum- 
ſtances or frames, the End of ſuch is peace, as to 
the ſtate of enjoyment on 


Church, is the Righteous ſhall enter into Peace, 

uprightneſs before the Lord in their generation, 
when taken from this evil world ſhall aſſured- 

ly enter upon a world of peace, and after all 


in their beds of eaſe and glory: To which 


(20) 


«ſometimes to bed, in the dark: All do not 
die comfortably, who die ſafely ; tis one thing to 


as have been enabled to walk cloſely with God, 


are not unfrequently favoured with ſome reali- 
zing and elevating proſpects, of the bright world 
before them: The Love of God ſhed abroad in 


ſoul can take its leave of all, and bid farewell, 
without reluctance; his cotaforts: and his former 
cares are all ws; en reſign'd, or rather in 


The End of that man 4 pine, in reſi - 


which he is entering. 
The Prophet Jaiab hath long ſince aſſured the 


they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in his 
uprightneſs.F ; 1. e. They who have walked in 


6 their ſorrows and toils ſhall everlaſtingly reſt,” 


975 new-teftament IR: is an Echo, INC 
f 
NR 1 cr. NIP 58. e LP 885 ü. 2, ” 15 "A | 


| ( 21 CY 
are the Dead which die in the Lord that they 


3 may reft from their Iabours, &c. Believers have 
all an intereſt in that grand article of the Re- 


deemer's interceſſion : ** Father, I will that they 
«© alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
« T am, that they may behold my. glory a, &c.“ 


They may therefore fully count of meeting with 


his ready welcome when they have done with 
Time: Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
&«. Kingdom prepared for. you from the foundation 
« of the World +.” And then, in the higheſt 
| ſenſe, the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and 


the effett of righteouſneſs ſpall be quietneſs and aſ- 
urance for ever . It can't be otherwiſe, when 


they ſhall find themſelves rid of every pain and 
every - toil, every cloud and every fear; raiſed 


above the uch of temptations and ſnares, of fins 


and ſorrows of every kind; bleſſed and raviſſi d 
with an uninterrupted viſion of God and the 


Lamb, in whoſe delightful preſente there is a ful. 
neſs of Foy, and at 1 ri 851 band are Pleaſures 


fer evermore . 


But time forbids all farther enlargement here. 
What remains, is He: 115 5 : 


III. Fo make Gar ana, and | improve 


ment of the ſubject. 


SLY his is the vin) tis us in the text, mark 
and behold. God will not have his faithful Saints 
and Servants unnoticed in their Lives or Deaths; 
there is much to be ſeen in both, which highly : 


deſerves our conſideration and regard: ?*Tis our 


duty and intereſt too, 1 to e and be- 


_ nerve 


Im xvi. Il, 


? 1e. ohs xvii. 24 + Mat. xxv 37 t e. l 16. 
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of mournig, ſerve loudly to ſpeak, 
not that there is a 
A finiſh'd character indeed, I haye neither ſkill 
nor inclination to attempt. 

ever. moderate and juſt, is miſtaken by many for 
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Here! might illuſtrate the Duty in hand, by 


1 in what particulars, and to what ſpe- 


"oy cial Ends, we ought to mark the Perfect and 


behold the Upright. 
This we — 2 ought to dot In their cha- 


wr” rafter and deportment in life, for our Pattern 
« and imitation. —lIn their uſefulneſs and ſucceſſes, 
for our gratitude and praiſe to the Fountain 
of our mercies.— In their Remove, as a Loſs to 
* us, and to the world; for our Lomentation and 


« Regret. —And in their Exit and End, for our 
* encouragement and Fey ; for our Joy, to think 
e that our Loſs is their aſſured and greateſt gain: 
© and for our Encouragement, while walking in 


* their ſteps, that ere long we alſo ſhall mg 
t cloathed upon 
„ heaven.” But all that can be attempted of 
this kind muſt be in immediate connection with 

che preſent mournful occaſion, 


, with our houſe, which js from 


I doubt not, my Friends, but in the character 


- Ie have been conſidering, and the bleſſed End we 
have been deſcribing, your own thoughts have 
been before me, in a juſt and an affectionate ap- 


Theſe decent and fignificant tokens 
«© Know ye 
eat man fallen in Iſrael *.” 


plication. 


Panegyrick, how- 
fulſome flattery. How far then, the ſacred Cha- 


1 EE. 2 and End on which our thoughts have been 
1 e eee are applicable to the wa. of our dear 


venerable Friend deceaſed, I ſhall greatly leave 


29 your own judgments determine. But ſome- 
ang. is expected in a funeral diſcourſe, and a 


ation of facts can give no reaſonable um- 


. bur 


| . 2 Sam, i ii. 38. 
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ed languages, and then in the ſeveral branches F 
of Acadehijcal Erudition : He entered upon the | 
Miniſtry in his twentieth year, and Providence | 


wofthy Mr. Haworth ; ſoon after this Mr. Ha- 
worth was removed by Death, and the Churer 
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2 Tour worthy and much honour'd Paſtor Dr. A 


Jobs Guyſe, was originally of Hertford, born of 
Moſt pious afid worthy parents ; bleſſed with a 
irtetip religious Education; and it pleaſed God 


to cal — very early by his Grace, ſo that he 
was admitted a menidel of the Church of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in that town, at-fourteen years 
of age. His views were alſo very early, to- 


wards 5s the work of the Miniſtry ; accordingly 
all his youthful years were ſpent in cloſe appli- 


cation to ſtudy, under the direction of ſeverak | 
worthy and able Inſtructors; firſt in the learn- | 


ſoon opened a door for his public miniſtrations I 
at Hertford, as an Aſſiſtant to the a and 


united in their call of him, to the Paſtoral Of- 
fice ; this with great reluctance and Rlf-difi- 
dence, (after a conſiderable time) he was en- 
couraged to undertake. Here God was with 
him; and for many years, he continued his la- 


bours among chem with a great degree of ac- 
ceptation and ſucceſs. During this ſituation of 


his, in 1718, he preached that excellent occas ö 
ſional diſeourſe, on the Evil of /elf-/eeking, in a 
meeting of Miniſters at Roy/on ; the publication 


of which was extorted from him. About the 


ſame time, He printed à little volume of Ser- 
mons on the Perſon of Chriſt, wherein the _ 
dence and Importance of his true and 


Godhead are ræpreſented in à very clear, and — 2 
vincing Light. In a year or two after, he pre- 


ſented the world with another ſet of Diſcourſes 


upon The ee uſe ofthe Sites, Sid 


I : 
- 


0 240 
greatly to the information and ſervice of Young 
and Old *.—For ſeveral gown the Church and 
Congregation were not à little expoſed to the 
attempts of ſome, who were fond of the Arian 
ſentiments; wherefore, tho“ Mr. Guy/e had ſe- 
veral preſſing invitations to leave Hertford, 
(particularly when that excellent man the Rev. 
Mr. Neſbitt was incapacitated for farther work,) 
which were greatly to his temporal advantage, 
yet (as I have often heard him ſay) he ſaw it 
andy to be his Duty, to abide with his dear 
and worthy flock, as long as there was any dan- 
ger from that quarter: He did ſo; and God 
honoured him with the greateſt ſucceſs in his 
diligent endeavours for cee them in 
— 25 
EY However, a few years after, Pio. as 
* clearly directed his Remove to London: He had 
for ſome time paſt, enjoyed but a very imper- 
ect meaſure of health; his ſtated labours every 
1 4 Lord's day, were too much for his bodily 
1 < ſtrength; an hectic feveriſh habit conſtantly: . 
©: © ſucceeded the work of the Sabbath, and that to 
a2 a degree which threatened his being wholly laid 
aide; his Phyſician and Friends, rightly judged, 
that a change of air and ſituation, and the leſ- 
JOE his labours, by the help of an aſſiſtant, 

t with the divine bleſſing, be a means of 
hes health: At the ſame time, that mourn- 
ful providence the death of the Rev. Mr, 
Matthew Clark, made way for your unanimous 
and ſucceſsful call: He thought it his duty now 
to remove; and he has of ten mentioned the 
ws a which. a we ſenior in the mi- 
-. © nifſtry 


* \ There i is allo a e on a the perſon of the Holy Spirit; 
the Youth's Monitor in ſix Sermons to young People; and a a 
16 Octavo volume of ſingle Sermons, edlen together 
IF by the 1 himſelf in his later years. 
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(260 | 
1. 4686s * +" with him . upon this n It 
« was to nis effect, There are ſeveral reaſons, 
< for a miniſter's lawfully leaving his people 3 
Fc and this certainly 1 1s one, when upon full crial, 
„ his Labours are too great for his Health: 
« Chriſt does not call his Servants to kill them: 


( ſelves in his ſervice; He is too god a maſter 


to require it, and too great an on to need 
* 

SN Providence graciouſly fix'd bim as Paſtor 
over you of this Church +, and his miniſtry 
was greatly own'd of God, for yaur Edifica: 


uſefulneſs was now greatly enlarged, and ge 
* was enabled to exert himſelf to moſt uſeful and 3 


6 

I | 
tion and Increaſe : His ſphere ab activity and 
4 

& 

* 


important purpoſes. | 
y an uniform, genteel, religious, and fiend, 
ly carriage, he render'd himſelf dear ta his 
brethren in the miniſtry, and highly valyed and 
eſteemed, by all: His reputation as a. : 
Chriſtian, fe Divine, was widely ſpread, 2nd 5 
his worth was generally known: Acęardingly. 
in 1732, the Univerſity of Aberdeen, _ 
out his knowledge, conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor in Divinity, of which the Ty 
was ſent him in the moſt reſpectful manner; 
and this title of honour and eſteem he gc- 
cepted of, with a modeſty ang. decengy, ** 
* coming the Chriſtiang. 
The Doctor was at this time engaged in pre- : 
paring a large and excellent work tor the prels ; 
* I mean his judicious and valuable „ 
« on the New Jęſtament, in 3 vols. Qrarta. The 
« firſt was publiſhed 1739, and the whole was 
6 ies ſeal in 762. 3 Wark which. mb M. 
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* The Rev. Mr. Vikas +; This edlen, if my ; 


: format is exact, was July 10 e 


6 # 26 ;) 

«a great deal of labour and cloſe ſtudy, and is 
executed with a great degree of exactneſs and 
care : He has ſhewn herein his ſolid Judgment 
and Learning, and without any affectation and 
needleſs pomp of Criticiſm, has given the Reader 
as full a view of the ſenſe of the beſt inter- 
preters, and as comprehenſive an inſight into 
the ſcope and meaning of the New Teſtament, 
as 1s likely ever to be met with, in the ſame 
compaſs of words. It is indeed a performance 
too well known, to need any other, than its 
own recommendation. 

< The Doctor was favour'd with a conſiderable 
ſhare of health for many years; but in the lat- 
ter part of life he was afflicted with a very 
painful Lameneſs in his Leg, and alſo with a 
gradual decay of his Sight, till he grew totally 
dark; this it was feared would have put a pe- 
riod to his public labors, eſpecially as he had 
always uſed his Notes at large: But God af- 
forded him his heavenly ſupports, ſo that with 
a remarkable degree of Reſignation and Chear- 
fulneſs he perſevered in his miniſtrations as 
health permitted, and that with little ſenſible 
inconvenience to any, but himſelf. _ 

The greateſt part of his time among you 
he had for his aſſiſtant his own and only ſon, 
the Rev. Mr. William Guyſe, whoſe excellent 
abilities, and agreeable miniſterial talents ren- 
der'd it a thing greatly deſired both by the 
Doctor and you, for him to have undertaken 
the office of co-paſtorſhip ; but by his preca- 
rious and imperfect health, and perhaps a too 
- modeſt opinion of himſelf, he was deterred from 
accepting that important Charge, and it pleaſed 
- God to remove him by death before his aged 


Father, a a more chan two e ſince. That 
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v affecting and mournful providence, it was ge- 
© nerally apprehended, would have depreſſed the 

good man's ſpirits,” and unfitted him for farther - 
« ſervice; but God remarkably ſupported, and 
© enabled him with a chearful compoſure and ac- 

uieſcence in the will of God, to, ſuſtain this 
2 «20 and grievous trial. He continued frequent- 
| © ly to appear in his delightful work, with his 
uſual firmneſs and alacrity of mind; and 


© thus he was helped to go on, tho? under ſenſible 


« decays of ſtrength and vigor, till within a wy 


© few weeks of his deceaſe. 


Dr. Guyſe's character and conduct were uni- 
form and amiable in all -the various points of 
Light. In his religious principles he was fixed, 
ſteady, conſiſtent, "and open: He was never 
| © aſhamed to own what he believed; or to vin- 
© dicate it, when it was oppoſed. —As a Preacher, 
© he was endued with excellent and acceptable 
< miniſterial gifts: His Compoſures were ſolid, 
* regular, well digeſted, and highly ſcriptural; 
© his knowledge and readineſs in the Scriptures 
© were very remarkable, the number of texts he 
quoted, chapter and. verſe, and for the moſt 
© part repeated with exactneſs, after he had en- 
© tirely loſt his fight; has been the ſurprize of 
many. — As a Paſtor, he wes an active, able, 
© loving and faithful Guide and Enſample to his 
Flock, both in faith and practical godlineſs: 
« He ſtudied the things which made. for peace, 
and godly edifying; and as he had the welfare 
of his people greatly at heart, ſo there are few 
©, miniſters to be found, who are more honoured 
and eſteemed by their people, than the Doctor 
* was by you; and few Churches who have been 
© bleſſed with a longer ſcene of harmony and 
« 1 between your miniſters and one another: 

L ES . 


” 28) | 

Give God the glory, for ſo great a mercy, and 
may you long continue and abound therein, 
4 thront e power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Hlfis natural temper (it 1 well known) was 
TE ere ſweet, 5 engag g; and he fil- 
+ 76 kd up dhe ſeveral relations Of life in 4 moſt 


1 1. and amiable manner. I am warranted 
1 y thofe that knew him belt, to aſſert, that 
| © few perfons in the world were more exethplary 
tt & in Chriſtian and relative duties, than our de- 


M * ceaſed fiend ; it was his conſtant ſtudy to make 
E © every one about him hax PY 5 the tempers of 
| * fome good people are ſuch, that they will not 
+1" ze well bear to be followed Boe ; ; but it was 

li 64 greatly the reverſe here; he was always beſt 
MH ** Be loved by thoſe, who' had the Speere of 


bring the inoſt of him. 
= © This Kindneſs and goodneſs of natutal Apo- | 


= 7 hobo heighten'd by a ſpirit of real religion, 
< excited him to an activity which render'd his 
* life very important and Jefrable. A great num- 
+ ber of poor miniſters and others applied to him 
as their conſtant friend and Patron; and you 
* khow with what Chtiſtian zeal and compaffion, 
© he follicited your yearly liberal contribution in 
© ſipport of a fund, for ſupplying the neceſſities 
4 < of ſuch. Religious young men, Who were de- 

* ſign'd for that facred office, were alfo fure to 
find in the Doctor a kind and faithful Adviſer, 
Patron, and Friend. And as to other needy 

3 deferving objects, tho“ he avoided ever 
£3 * thing which might ſeem oſtentatious in the dil. 
| «pon of his bounty, I am warranted to fay, he 
d an heart and hand often open to miniſter to 
* dheir neceſnties: He made conſciencæ of diſ- 
poling of the tenth part of his annual income 
. uſes.— 1 can't well omit one _ 
_ © ticular 
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r* ticular more, concerning the ſpirit and conduct | 
of our valuable friend. Whien it was judged ne- 
* ceffary, that ſome farther meaſures ſhould be 
taken, as a means under providence for conti- 
© mvling to the Churches the ſucceſſion of an able 
+* Goſpel-miniſtry, the Doctor join'd heart and 
7 hand, with thoſe worthy miniſters anq'wentle- - 
: men who formed themfelves into a 1 CO 
* that important End: This worthy ee he 
© continued a memher of to his death; Md 
* *tis too common a frailty in good men to yield 
© to fickleneſs and diſguſt, when every thing is 
not conducted exactly to their own with, . g 
Doctor's good temper and good ſenſe kept him 
* elear from theſe things; he wiſely kept in view - | 
the impertance and vſefulneſs of the deſign, 
* and therefore ſteadily perſevered in promoting 
5 I intereſts: And I truſt the friends of Reli- 
zion among us will continue more and more to 
* encourage and promote fo radical and elfec- 


Such was our Much eſteemed friend i ſe: „ 
2 But now; as to the clofing ſcene; it is natural to 
be inquiſttive, how did he leave the world ? how * |} 
Aid the Lord deal with him in his lateſt mo- 
ments? Partly from perſonal knowledge, partly 
from proper information, I am enabled to con- 
tinue the delighrful narrative. His latter End 
'© to a remarkable degree was peace; he was ena- 
'* bled to leave the world with great compoſure, 
© ſerenity, and hope of a bleſſed immortality. 
AJ friends that attended him, in his laſt weeks 
of confinement, he witneſſed a good, a precious 
* confeſſion; he again and again declared his faith 
x firm fixed upon him, wh 1 is the Rock of Ages; 
* his hopes were alive towards God, without a 


* diſtreſsful cloud ; _— greg upon the 
| * den 
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blood and righteouſneſs of the dear "/R WIEN 5 


<« Thanks be to God, 1 have no doubt, no dif- 
<: ficulty upon my mind, as to my eternal ſtate ; 


if I had, I could not bear what I now feel 


“J know in whom I have believed, here my faith 
<« reſts; the peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel 
56 which I have long preached, are now the ſup- 


port of my foul, I live upon them every day, 


* and © thence 1 derive never- failing comfort.“ 
At another time, How good is my God to 
me! how often has he made good to me that 


9 © promiſe, As thy days, ſo Jhall thy: ſtrength be. 
1 7% His great requeſt to the laſt, of them that were 


© about him, was to read the word to him, and 

; Join in prayer with him; the reading of 2 Cor. 
< 5. was of ſingular uſe and ſatisfaction to his 
on which he commented to this effect: 

8 Ver. 1. For we know that if our earthly houſe 
2 this tabernacle were diſſolved, &c. Oh when 
when ſhall this 
<« mortal put on immortality ! Ver. 2. In this 
< wwe groan earneſtly, dgſiring to be cloathed upon, 
Ke. This, this is my earneſt deſire; and 
e and what I am waiting for.“ Ver. 4. For we 
bat are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
* dened. * For this 1 groan Gully: and ere long 
* ſhall groan no more. Ver. 5. Now be that 
© bath wrought us for the ſelf 1 thing is God, 


uno alſo hath given unto us the Earneſt of bis 


Spirit. This I have, this I do enjoy, and 


therefore am I confident, Sc.— l am not afraid 
< of Death, I am afraid I ſhould err on the other 
hand in being too deſirous of it. 


Thus, on 
the morning of the Lord's day in which he 
died, ſtill was it the language of his heart and 


3 „ * 5 n "Op. 4 F * thro! this valley ?” 


"md 


0 ' > 
And ſome of the laſt words he was capable of 
* pronouncing, ſo as to be underſtood, were, 
<« Oh my God, thou who haſt always been with. |t 
* me, wilt not leave me.“ Sweet confidence! 
and a bleſſed readineſs ! With the Apoſtle he 
© was deſirous to depart, that he might be with 
Chriſt: Mark then the perfect man, and behold 
the upright, for the End of that man is peace.? 
I perſuade myſelf you have the more patiently | 
attended to this account, becauſe it contains ſo | 
ſtriking a comment upon my text, and is ſo lively || 
an exemplification of the Character and End de- 


La 


A 


ſcribed. Such was the Life, and ſuch' was tie 
End of this excellent and dear ſervant of Jeſus | 
Chriſt. And what ſhall I fay farther upon this 
affecting occaſion ? Indulge me with leave for a 


| word or two, by way of improvement. 


This ſubject affords matter · of rich and i impor- 
tant inſtruction to us all. 

1. Let me addreſs you all of this large aſſem- 
bly, God in the text ſpeaks to you all, mark! be. 
hold ! to wit, this farther, this recent ina and 
| exemplification of the grace of God to ſinful 
men ! you are called to mark the perfect man, 
not a man who had arrived to a /inle/s perfection 
in this life, but a man who had obtained mer.y 
to be faithful and uſeful in his generation; one 
whom (you have heard) God call'd early in life, 
to be his ſon and ſervant, and greatly honour'd 
thro' life in making him an happy inſtrument 
of much good to precious and immortal fouls. 

Mark then in this inſtance, the bleſſedneſs of 
early undifſembled piety. He was taught when 
very young to enquire after God, and to give 
himſelf up to his ſervice and - fear; and faithful 
you ſee is that gracious word, I kve them that 
love ne, and * ey "#44 / me 44 fall find | 


_ \ wn) 2 
. Oh my young hearers! ye are none of 
vou 00 young to die, do not think yourſelves 
8000 young to think of death and eternal things. 
All are ſinners, all are apoſtates from God! all 
need a Saviour, need a new heart, need faith, 
| need repentance, need forgiveneſs and to be 
E cleanſed from your fins, by the blood of the Re- 
deemer and without theſe things there is no 
| Gina! Oh! feel 5 Lord then, while be may 
Le found, „ 
Wl Again, Mark the grace, faithfulneſs, and power | 
1 bs a Covenant-God towards them that fear him 
ruth: Here was one who Obediah: like, feared 
* The Lord from his youth +; and what had he to 
E | atteſt 5 his dying pillow ? Oh my God, thou 
| Haſt always been with me! God continually 
8 eg helped, and upheld him, with _the 
Ht right. hand of his righteouſneſs, To the praiſe of 
rich and diſtinguiſhing grace let it be long: rer 
| member'd by us all, that during a life of faur- 
| ſcore years; in ſixty of which he ſuſtained a pub- 
lic.c E God ſo kept this his dear diſciple 
and ſervant, that no preſumptuous ſin, no ble- 
miſh to his ſacred character, no inconſiſtency with 
bis holy profeſſion, was ever charged upon him 
y any: No, his conver/ation thro* grace, was as 
ecame the Goſpel of Chriſt t; he was enabled 
greatly to adorn the Doctrine of Gad bis Saviour 
all things |; and to live and die a precious pat - 
0 * tern of Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, God- 
nes, Brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity. Oh, 
Sirs! the ſervants of Chriſt ſerve a good Maſter : : 
What a precious teſtimony have we here, from 
the dying lips of an 7 diſciple God never 
dh M 3 dz . Focontaging this 
"4 8 5 to 
|. 5 I = in I 125 4. 4 0 88 . "= 7 Phil. 1, 27. 


e - T9 
— 2 GE — 2 — 

* 5 Y — 

. r Se - % — 6, > bats... 

— oy — 8 — 7 — - = * — 22 RT SSD 
— — — — 

— — SRL — nes — — 
8 Gr rec an or 2 ———— 


y 1 Or 2 
e. 
» 4 PTR ION N * 


N * " »%.% bs * 
i RAT ar des - og OE bg. þ 
EC 
ERNIE. Nr e 3 
— 
ns — 


Mu eee eee ee 


t 
4 
i 
1 


1 
N. 
* 
= 
3 
Ly 
k 
x 
'F 
£ 
* 
& 
* 
of 
i 


. . e 
LO „ 
2* e 


* 


— 
2. Was 


PFF 


bp: > 1% 2 REP 1 Why, 


ES AS 4. 
. 


©? Ke i," 


7 33 * e 


to younger Chriſtians and Miniſters, to hold on 
ſteadfaſtly in God's good ways, who has ſaid it 
and will alſo (you ſee) perform-it 1 1 will never 
leave thee, nor forſake tbee 

Again, let us farther mark this ſincere and 
holy man of God, in a long life of activity and 

uſe * in his ſtation: This, this is the End of 

your Calling, ye are called unto holineſs! it be- 
comes all the children of ſo gracious and faithful 

a God to beſtir themſelves in their various ſpheres 

of action: God commanded Moſes to ſpeak to 

the children of J/rae!, that they go forward; the 
beſt recipe againſt lowneſs of ſpirits and heart- 
ent, which many complain of, (next 

to looking by faith to the blood of the Covenant 
for pardon and cleanſing) is to exert.ourſelves in 

a way of ative uſe fulneſs ; for mark the active 

Saint in his End and Exit, pot all is peace: What 

ſerenity, what compoſure, what readineſs, what 

forwardneſs, to depart and make the bleſſed ex- 
change. of worlds ! faith in its due exerciſe re- 
verſes the ſtrongeſt propenſities of nature, and diſ- 
arms the pale meſſenger Death, of all his terrors. 

Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye fedfaſt, un- 

moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

 foraſmuch as ye know that your Labour is not in 

vain in the Lord F. 

2. To you the affectionate mourning Relatives 
of our deceaſed friend, and Father; you cannot 
help feeling the deep impreſſions of ſo great a 
loſs; ſorrow, like other floods, muſt have its- 

courſe; but ſtrive to turn your Eye upon the 

brighter ſide of the cloud. You have every thing 
to allay your grief, but barely the loſs. itſelf ; _ 

God did not take him, till life. was hig burden, 

and ond: his we _ "0 gain. He was re- 
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el beekuſe Na IeſelF denied its aids for 
farther uſefulneſs and enjoy ments here; and 
Srace had fully ripened him for the Word of 
Glory. Mark therefore this excellent Relative 
in his Life and End, but not to feed your grief: 
No, rather to excite your praiſe to God, that you 


have ſo long enjoyed ſo dear a Parent and Friend; 


that you have had the privilege of ſo able, o 
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faithful, fo loving and kind an inſtructor and 
guide; fo precious an example to copy after; 


truſt you are bleſſed with a ſaving acquaintance, 
with the fame God in Chriſt; he is your God, as 


| well as he was of thoſe that are gone before you. 
May this God be with you and yours, and en- 


able you more and more to perſevere in their 
ſteps s may that dear young plant, which bears 
his name, inherit all the grace, virtues, excellen- 
cies,” which ſhone in tlie life of a Great Grand- 
father: Tou had the privilege of being moſt in- 
timately acquainted with the excellency of his 
ſpirir, temper, difpoſition, and conduct'; have 
been witneſſes to that ſpirit of piety, devotion, 
patience, and ſubmiſſion to God, which attended 


5 his more private and perſonal walk with him : 


Give God the glory of ſo bright an illuſtration : 


of real religion ; and hoſe things which ye have 


both learned and. received and heard and ſeen in 


Dim, do; and the God W_ row ſhall be with yo 7 


And. bar 
3. And laſtly, To you my works Friends of 3 

hi Church and Conga, a few ne my 

and F have done. WO HTO. 
How can I addreſs you bewer, tert in the Lan- 


1 Kiiage « of the great Apoſtle ? Remember them 
1 wave ba the Rule over you, Who have 


7 wc /; pe God, whoſe faich 


WW follow, eonfidering) the End "of their eva : 


” 8 N a 1 þ 7 : 
te 3 Es : : A 
5 * 5 1 5 . . 
2 7 * 3 i; Ar 
« & X 4 „ 
* jo 1 2 ; « 
* {= 
4 
- 
: 1 


$ tion *. This greatly ſuits your caſe, who, in 
| little more than two years, have loſt two ſuch va- 
luable Lights 1 in their day. They wWwho now live 7 
above, ſhould long live on your hearts and me- 
mories, and particularly your honored and Vene; 
rable Paſtor, now no mor. 5 
I. Bleſs God for what He 1 e 85 bunt. 5 
and done by him; many of you are his Epiſtles 1 
5 truſt. to God-ward 5 and will be his crown of re- 
joicing another day. Bleſs God you have en- 
Joyed his excellent Life and Labors for ſo work, [ho 4 
time; few Churches are favoured to the degtee 
that you-have been; the Lamp of life was con- 
tinued burning, as long as in the courſe of nature, 
oil could be expected to feed the flame: It is hut 
a little while at longeſt, that ay of us can be WA _ 
ſervice to yaur ſouls. - «Aid 
2. Bleſs God alſo: for your pd mercies: 
Lou are not left deſtitute, as Sheep without 4 1 
Shepherd: Tho? Paſtors and Miniſters die, Chriſt 
the great Shepherd ever lives: Nor is this all the 
conſolation in your caſe: It was a part of out 
judicious Paſtor's care in the decline of uff, 1 
Join with you in looking out for a Miniſter like- 
minded with himſelf, to join in the overſight of 
your ſouls: Such an one God graciouſly- united 
his and your choice in, ſome years ago T. His 
Doctrine, his ſteadineſs, his fidelity and manner 
of converſation among you, you have had no © 
ſmall trial of. I truſt he will be enabled more 
and more to approve himſelf to God and every © 
man's conſcience, as in his fight. What this 
preſent providence is calling you to, is 4 moſt 8 
cloſe and cordial union of hearts? and-affe& 9 
1 im; ang. one Ae Ohurch - membets a 
* 2 Cop. * 1. r 5 


_ * Heb. xiii. Na 2 
Mr. John Stafford, 


WH. | 2 py ) So 
be as dee when 
[ . heir Paſtor dies; they are called with all Chri- 
tian affection and ſtedfaſtneſs, to adhere to one 
another, ſtrengthen one another's hands in the 
Lord, and conſcientiouſly to cleave to ſuch as are 
jpet ſpared, to break the bread of life unto them, 
8 gk — they preach the ſame truths, walk in the 
ſiame ſpirit, and aim at the ſame ſacred End, your 
Edification and Comfort, as others have done be- 
fore them. Tho' younger in years and expe- 
rience, I truſt your preſent worthy Paſtor, thro” 
dhe ſupply of the Spirit of all grace, ſhall be en- 
I abled ſkilfully and ſucceſsfully to build on the 
fame . and be the happy inſtrument of 
| fuitably feeding and eſtabliſhing you in faith, 
1 holineſs, and an hope unto the End! | 
And you, my dear Brother, take courage: 
|, Great work, — devolves upall "wh the 
charge is great, but you ſerve a great ar 
7 Maſter; tbe reſidue of the Spirit i . 
18 Remember what your venerable Father and Col- 
* 2 witneſſed with his dying breath, He had 
© <:always found God true to his promiſe; as thy 
1 5 Days ſo ſhall thy 3 be.“ What he had 
verified, you have a right to plead, and to expect 
due performance alſo. Be you a careful, faithful, 
patient and induftrious follower of him, as far as 
tas of Jeſus Chrift. Tou, as well as the 
Chameh, have in ſome good meaſure known, what 
der fympathy with the afflicted, | he uſed to 
L F. what ſpiritual and prudent advice he uſed 
do gie; what candor and forbearance, what cir- 
5 þ ..cumſpeCtion, what dili ce, what care; what 
hs. þ es and brotherly Love he uſed to exerciſe; 
ind what | 2 1 wen of ＋— Religion 


n 


EP ome . atuoerr. a lover i lating] 
WMS — 
* OH 5 


mY "a UII. 

2 1 

ERIE TEIN FSE 
— . . RY — 


SO EA OR GO ON ANG ö 6 . 7h . : —_ _ 
arte i ET CO OI EPL oocs ETD EDE: 
2 5 L IM" $ _ — Ty 2 
K * * 


err 0 
v — 2 4% 


* — - 2 _ 
— ——— — — 
— roaring 
2 * 
"4 . * 2 2 
88 Þ 
p l * 


TT 
RE MOSS —_s MERE Ir nun mat hens 


1 


— 


een . EI I TIER . 
„SFT 9 2 2 . 
4 * a 7 N : 

£05 End Sy ia, 


PTY 
0 K-42 * 
3 
NWR. Nera 
* $5 


* Fe 4 3 
— — 2. "wy 
PEE. 
1 
"+3 XY 


es TO os Pb TS rg, er 


0 


pf the fame Spirit, I doubt not you will make i it 
pour deſire and prayer, not only to bear in youỹj 
feſnembrance, but alſo to copy into life; and the 
God of peace and comfort will be with yt. 
Mark. the Perfect man and bebold the Upright, fn 
de End of that man is Peace. God grant a blef= 
fing upon what has been deliveret. 


” 


' + 4 8 
15 * 8 ©* s * * 


9232 ——ů—— c jꝙ——̃ rn, . — — — — — 
— — 


* 


> 
f 


vi 


oo 


* 


. 
* 7 ak ; 
$6.5, off 75 >» 
a SL Is 2 
* . 


re 
6 


